What is MEIC doing about data centers? 

It's clear that most Montanans want comprehensive protection from data center threats. MEIC is trying to tackle the issue from many policy angles. To generate public awareness, engagement, and policy actions addressing the impacts of data center development, MEIC is:
· Intervening, filing complaints, and filing petitions for rulemaking at the Public Service Commission to ensure existing ratepayers don't subsidize data center energy bills and that data centers don't exacerbate fossil fuel use.
· https://dailymontanan.com/2025/11/18/complaint-calls-for-investigation-of-northwestern-energys-conduct-with-data-centers/
· https://dailymontanan.com/2026/04/02/northwestern-energy-files-data-center-tariff-proposal/ 
· Intervening, filing complaints, and filing petitions for rulemaking at the Public Service Commission to demand that constitutionally required transparency laws are upheld in data center to utility negotiations.
· https://missoulacurrent.com/data-center-energy-3/ 
· Interacting with and watchdogging the Montana Legislature's interim committees working on this topic as well as the Governor's Task Force on Energy.
· Hosting public education panel discussions across the state. Here's a link to our video recordings of those events: https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLVUNRZTYEOGH205u-LNp3osVfJ6Eg_jwR 
· Creating informational materials detailing the potential impacts of data center development, identifying gaps in publicly available knowledge, and pointing to necessary regulations and policy solutions to protect Montanans. Here's a link to our website on data centers: https://meic.org/data-centers/ 
· Posting billboards in targeted communities to connect Montana residents with the materials they need to be informed on this issue. 
· Providing information and resources to elected officials, community decision makers, and journalists. Here is one fact sheet we've created about data center impacts and Montana: https://meic.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/SourcesEndotes-Short-Data-Center-Fact-Sheet.pdf
We believe, at minimum, these questions need answering, project by project: https://meic.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/2026.03.06-Data-Center-Questions-Needing-Answers.pdf

We believe these are the minimum regulatory guardrails that Montana's elected leadership must pursue: https://meic.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/2026.01.26-Regulations-for-data-centers-list-2.pdf 

