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T h e  c l i m a t e  c r i s i s
c a n n o t  b e  s o l v e d  i f  w e
c o n t i n u e  t o  r e l y  o n  g a s .

We must  move  beyond gas  fo r
e lect r ic i ty  generat ion ,  heat ing
water ,  heat ing  homes  and
bus inesses ,  and power ing
stoves  and other  appl iances .  

Decreas ing  our  re l iance  on
coa l  cont inues  to  be  a  ser ious
c l imate  pr io r i ty ,  but  we must
not  rep lace  one  problem with
another .  F la r ing  and gas  leaks
at  the  wel l ,  l eak ing  p ipe l ines
de l i ver ing  gas  to  our  homes
and bus inesses ,  and burn ing
gas  to  generate  e lect r ic i ty  a l l
lead to  greenhouse  gas
emiss ions  that  r i va l  burn ing
coa l .  

Replac ing  coa l  wi th  gas  i s
l ike  rep lac ing  c igaret tes  wi th
a  n icot ine  vape .   

“ N A T U R A L "  G A S  I S  A
M A R K E T I N G  T E R M .
M E R C U R Y ,  A R S E N I C ,
L E A D ,  A N D  C O A L  A R E
J U S T  A S  “ N A T U R A L ”
A N D  D A N G E R O U S  A S
G A S .



Gas  i s  pr imar i l y  composed o f  methane ,
an  incredib ly  potent  greenhouse  gas .
Gas- f i red  power  p lants  could  c reate  as
much ,  i f  not  more ,  c l imate  changing
pol lut ion  over  the  short -  and long-term
than coa l - f i red  power  accord ing  to  the
Congress iona l  Research  Serv ice .

methane
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Pumping gas  f rom deep
beneath  the  ear th ’ s  sur face  to
make e lect r ic i ty ,  power
appl iances ,  o r  heat  homes  and
bus inesses  i s  dangerous  and
inef f ic ient  f rom the  beginning
of  the  process  unt i l  the  end .  

Increased f rack ing  –  a
technique to  ext ract  more  o i l
and gas  f rom the  ear th  –  i s
thought  to  be  la rge ly
respons ib le  fo r  the  s teep r i se
in  methane emiss ions  s ince
2006 whi le  a l so  contaminat ing
groundwater  and re leas ing
tox ic  a i r  po l lut ion .  

L e a k y  f r o m  e n d  t o  e n d

After  gas  i s  brought  to  the
ear th ’ s  sur face ,  i t  moves
through p ipe l ines  and
compressor  s tat ions  that
pressur ize  the  gas  so  i t  can
f low through p ipe l ines  fo r
long d i s tances  –  an
ant iquated sys tem that  i s
known for  leak ing  s ign i f icant
amounts  o f  gas  and other
pol lut ion  into  the  a i r .



Gas  t rave l s  through increas ing ly  smal le r  p ipe l ines  to  reach
homes ,  bus inesses ,  and power  p lants  generat ing  e lect r ic i ty .  

Th i s  enormous  gas  p lumbing sys tem i s  incred ib ly  leaky ,  w i th
a  2023  report  es t imat ing  that  p ipe l ines  nat ionwide  leak  as
much as  2 .6  mi l l ion  tons  o f  methane each year .  These  leaks
resu l t  in  an  a la rming number  o f  exp los ions  each year .
Accord ing  to  the  federa l  government  8 ,800 ser ious  p ipe l ine
inc idents  re lated to  the  re lease  o f  gas  occur red in  the  Uni ted
States  between 2010  and 2023 ;  k i l l ing  158  people  and
in jur ing  748 .  Gas  leaks  that  a re  ser ious  enough to  be
reported to  the  federa l  government  have  in f l ic ted  near ly  $4
bi l l ion  in  damage and costs  s ince  2010 .

A  recent  s tudy  by  the  Rocky  Mounta in  Inst i tute  es t imated
that  c l imate  impacts  o f  natura l  gas  may  reach par i ty  wi th
coa l  when methane leaks  at  jus t  a  0 .2% rate  throughout  the
system.  

NorthWestern  Energy  has  ind icated i t  has  near ly  1 ,000 leaks
throughout  i t s  gas  t ransmiss ion  and d is t r ibut ion  sys tem.  Not
account ing  for  gas  los t  through those  leaks ,  the  ut i l i t y
reported that ,  in  one  year ,  approx imate ly  0 .24% of  gas  was
lost  due  to  excavat ion  damage a lone .  That ’ s  te r r ib le  news  for
the  c l imate  and publ ic  hea l th .



D a n g e r  i n  t h e  h o m e

Whi le  the  C lean A i r  Act  sets  a i r  po l lut ion  s tandards  fo r
outs ide  the  home,  no  such s tandard  ex i s t s  fo r  indoor  a i r
qua l i ty .  Gas  s toves  have  been shown to  leak  harmful
gases  into  the  a i r  –  even when turned o f f  –  lead ing  to  in -
home energy  po l lut ion  that  o f ten  exceeds  C lean A i r  Act
s tandards .  S tove  vents  do  l i t t le  to  mit igate  th i s  po l lut ion .

Cook ing  wi th  gas  emits  par t icu late  po l lut ion  a long wi th
ni t rogen d iox ide ,  carbon monox ide ,  and carbon d iox ide .
Th is  can  lead to  an  increase  in  as thma and
card iovascu lar  d i seases ,  accord ing  to  the  Rocky
Mounta in  Inst i tute .

H ighly -e f f ic ient  e lect r ic  induct ion  s toves  a re  an  exce l lent
so lut ion  to  rep lac ing  gas  in  cook ing  appl icat ions  wi thout
los ing  out  on  the  qua l i ty  o f  the  cook ing  exper ience .



W h a t  c a n  w e  d o  a b o u t  t h e
g a s  p r o b l e m ?  

I M M E D I A T E L Y :

E L I M I N A T E  I N C E N T I V E S  F O R  G A S  A N D  O I L
D R I L L I N G  O N  P U B L I C  L A N D S .
Stop allowing federal and state governments to essentially
give away public lands for oil and gas development. Non-
competitive and low cost leases harm the climate, public
lands, water, and wildlife. 

R E D U C E  W A S T E  A T  W E L L S .
Require gas developers to use cost-effective methods to
collect and utilize leaking methane at the well and prohibit
flaring (the wasteful burning of methane emissions at the well
site).

P R I O R I T I Z E  E N E R G Y  E F F I C I E N C Y  A N D
C O N S E R V A T I O N .
Make homes and businesses more energy efficient, and engage
in energy conservation measures such as turning off and
unplugging equipment when it's not in use.

S T O P  B U I L D I N G  N E W  G A S  P L A N T S  T O
G E N E R A T E  E L E C T R I C I T Y .  
Prevent NorthWestern Energy, the state’s largest electric
utility, from building expensive new gas plants.

E L I M I N A T E  L E A K S  A T  E X I S T I N G  P I P E L I N E S  A N D
C O M P R E S S O R  S T A T I O N S .  

E L E C T R I F Y  H O M E S  A N D  B U S I N E S S E S  A N D
P O W E R  T H E M  W I T H  C L E A N  E N E R G Y  &
S T O R A G E .
Buildings are responsible for 13% of total U.S. climate-
changing emissions. Swap out gas appliances for electric
appliances.

P H A S E  O U T  E X I S T I N G  G A S  P L A N T S  A N D
R E P L A C E  T H E M  W I T H  C L E A N  E N E R G Y  &
S T O R A G E .

D U R I N G  T H E  N E X T  T E N  Y E A R S :



MEIC Don ' t  Fa l l  fo r  Gas  event  ser ies
ht tps : / /meic .o rg /dont- fa l l - fo r -gas -event -ser ies /

Congress iona l  Research  Serv ice ,  L i fe -Cyc le  Greenhouse  Gas  Assessment  o f  Coa l  and
Natura l  Gas  in  the  Power  Sector .  Updated June 26 ,  2015 .  
ht tps : / /c r s reports .congress .gov /product /pdf /R/R44090

Ideas  and perspect ives :  i s  sha le  gas  a  major  dr i ver  o f  recent  increase  in  g loba l
atmospher ic  methane?  ht tps : / /bg .copern icus .o rg /ar t ic les / 16 /3033 /2019 /

P ipe l ine  and Hazardous  Mater ia l s  Sa fety  Adminis t rat ion .
ht tps : / /por ta l .phmsa .dot .gov /ana ly t ics / saw.d l l ?
Por ta lpages&Porta lPath=%2Fshared%2FPDM%20Publ ic%20Webs i te%2F_porta l%2FS
C%20Inc ident%20Trend&Page=Al l%20Reported

Methane Gas  Leaks .  P IRG .  
ht tps : / /p i rg .o rg / resources /methane-gas- leaks

Gas  Stoves  a re  Mak ing  People  S icker  and Expos ing  Chi ldren  to  a  H igher  R i sk  fo r
Asthma,  Study  C la ims
https : / /www.sc iencet imes .com/ar t ic les /25590/20200506/gas-s toves -making-people-
s icker -expos ing-ch i ldren-h igher - r i sk -asthma.htm

Fact  sheet  on  methane and waste  prevent ion  ru le
https : / /www.doi .gov /s i tes /do i .gov / f i les /uploads /methane_waste_prevent ion_ru le_ fa
ctsheet_ f ina l .pdf

Rea l i ty  Check :  Gas  Stoves  Are  a  Hea l th  and C l imate  Problem.  Rocky  Mounta in
Inst i tute .
ht tps : / / rmi .o rg /gas -s toves -hea l th-c l imate-asthma-r i sk /

Methane emiss ions  f rom U .S .  gas  p ipe l ines .  EDF .  August  2023 .  
ht tps : / /www.edf .o rg /s i tes /defau l t / f i les /documents /P ipe l ine%20Methane%20Leaks%
20Report .pdf

A d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s

M O N T A N A  E N V I R O N M E N T A L  I N F O R M A T I O N  C E N T E R
MEIC .ORG

https://crsreports.congress.gov/product/pdf/R/R44090
https://bg.copernicus.org/articles/16/3033/2019/

