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Building design is critical to long-term housing affordability,
public health protection, and reducing greenhouse gas
emissions. Buildings account for almost one-third of global
carbon emissions. In the U.S., 43% of total energy use is for
heating and cooling buildings, and the residential and
commercial sectors are responsible for about 13% of greenhouse
gas emissions. 

When a building or home is built or renovated, building codes
(the standards for building or renovating the structure)
determine how much energy that building will need every year.
It’s critical that buildings are built to be as efficient as possible
from the start. 
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Energy-efficient building codes help reduce energy use in new
and renovated buildings. These codes can include requirements
for improved insulation, energy-efficient windows, and better
systems to heat or cool a home or business. 

Typically, effective energy codes should reduce energy use,
reduce energy costs over the lifetime of the building or home,
and reduce indoor air pollution and climate-changing pollution.
Montana should adopt updated and modernized building codes
that conserve energy, keep people safe, and save residents and
businesses money in the long term. 
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