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The Quarantine Series
The Cabinet Mountains Wilderness 

and the Threat of Mining
What’s happened, and what’s next, and what’s MEIC going 

to do in the fight to protect the Cabinet Wilderness?



The Cabinet Mountains

• Located in NW Montana near the 
Idaho Panhandle, south-southwest of 
Libby, Montana.
• Located within the Kootenai National 

Forest. 
• Approximately 2,100 square miles. 

Tallest mountain in the range is 
Snowshoe Peak at 8,738 feet. 



The Cabinet Mountains Wilderness

• Occupies the interior 
of the cabinet 
mountains.
• One of the original 10

Wilderness areas
designated during
the passage of the
1964 Wilderness Act. 
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Map provided by the Yaak Valley 
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• The Montanore and
Rock Creek Projects 
have been proposed 
for a very long time.  
• MEIC’s first

community meeting 
was in 1978

Permitting 
History



Potential Impacts of the Hecla Mines

• The proposed Mines would tunnel 
underneath the Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness, potentially draining wilderness 
streams and lakes

• The mining process would produce 
contaminated wastewater that would 
threaten to pollute adjacent waterbodies

• Wildlife, such as the endangered grizzly bear 
and bull trout, will go extinct with due to the 
mines surface activities. 



Current Permitting Status of Hecla Mines

Montanore
• Currently has a state operating 

permit that it acquired from Mines 
Management. 

• Does not have federal permits, 
which were in 2017. Is currently in 
EIS for evaluation phase, but still 
need biological opinion, etc.

• MPDES Permit was set aside, and is
on appeal

Rock Creek
• Currently has an exploration license, 

but not an operating permit.
• ROD for Phase I has been issued.



So What’s MEIC Doing About It?





Bad Actor: A Case Study on MEIC’s Work

Little Rocky Mountains, Montana. 



1980’s: Zortman Landusky Permitting

• The Final Environmental Impact Statement from the 1980’s Claimed 
there would be “no measurable impact … to surface water …”



From Great Falls Tribune and Mountain West News



2001: Bad 
Actor Law

Governor Judy Martz and
MEIC Staffers Bonnie 
Gestring, Anne Hedges, 
Patrick Judge, and 
Michelle Reinhart at the 
Bad Actor bill signing.



2017: Enforcement Request of Bad 
Actor Designation Against Hecla 



2018: Phillips S. Baker is 
Designated Bad Actor



Litigation of Bad Actor Designation

• Currently the litigation 
is at the 1st Judicial 
District in Helena, 
Montana. 
• MEIC has intervened in

support of DEQ’s
designation of Hecla as
a Bad Actor. 





Questions & Answers

For More Information or to join MEIC go to: www.meic.org
For More Information on the Smith, go to www.saveoursmith.org

Using the “Chat” Function, please 
type in your question

Join us on Thursday, April 22nd, at 4 pm 
for:

The Destructive Nature of Coal Mining in 
Montana: Past, Present, and Future


