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The photo 
that 
changed 
everything

EARTHRISE, Apollo 8, Dec. 24, 1968



* 20 million people (10% of the U.S.) 
rallied, marched and held teach-ins

EARTH DAY
April 22, 1970



• Founded by Phil and Robin Tawney in 1973 with one 
staff and lots of volunteers
• Today MEIC has 7 staff and nearly 50 years of 
successful advocacy – because of your persistent 
support

MEIC’s Genesis



Major mine proposed for the Blackfoot 
River’s headwaters is defeated in 1998 
with passage of I-137. Bonnie Raitt
toured the mine site in 1997 and the 
company gave her arsenic-containing 
water to drink. She busted them as 
only she could.





2001 -- Metal Mine Reclamation 
Act amended to include a “Bad 
Actor” prohibition



MEIC has fought 
relentlessly to prevent 
copper and silver mines 
in the Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness. We are still 
at it along with our many 
friends.



”There are a few crucial choke points on this planet 
where we have some chance of stanching the endless 
flow of carbon into the atmosphere … On that list, 
none may be more important than Montana.”

–Bill McKibben, Activist and Founder of 350.org

Climate: Imperative 
Number 1

http://350.org/


Colstrip, Montana



Carbon by the numbers

• MEIC’s success in preventing and shuttering Montana coal 
plants has kept 464 million tons of CO2 out of the atmosphere.

• That’s equivalent to the emissions of 100,244,216 passenger 
cars driven for one year.



Money, money, money--
ask for it by name

Roger M. Hackley, MD

• MEIC’s advocacy, including litigation, before the 
Montana Public Service Commission has saved 
NorthWestern Energy customers $8,200,000.



Some things we know about MEIC’s future

• There will be a change in MEIC’s Executive Director within a couple of years
• MEIC will meet the concerns and growing influence of a younger, more 

progressive, and more diverse environmental movement
• We must double down on holding elected officials accountable
• We must continue to be fearless advocates for the earth
• We must laugh -- never lose our sense of humor
• And remember….



“Industry always lies,
governments rarely tell the 
truth.”

…Paul Brodeur, author, Outrageous Misconduct



The Best Things in Life 
are Worth Suing For

Abigail Van Buren, “Dear Abby” 1991



Questions & Answers

For More Information or to join MEIC go to: 
meic.org

Join us 
Thursday, April 30th, 4 pm 

for
Montana Renewable Energy 101

“How Renewable Energy Can Power Our Future”

Using the “Chat” function, please type in your question


